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WIZARD'S WAR
by Tony Cobb
-,

•Al, some old guy here to see you. Asking about a
couple of stones?"
•who is it?•
"How should I know? Gan-something, Gandarf. •
"Gan-geez, uh-•
"Hey, you're not going to pack up, are you?"
"No, no, bit me once. And I'll raise you all with this
funky corgil of Narnia. And no, Sparrowhawk, that staff
isn't going to do it. I want real stuff."
"Hey, Al, here's Gandarf now."
"Hm-rnm, Gandalf, if you please. •
"Greetings, Gandali. Uh, I'd like to chat, but as you
can see I'm in the middle of an important game here."
"I can see, Allanon, but I should more easily see with
the use of my Elfstones. May I collect them at this time?"
•well, it's not that simple, Gandalf I-I have to get
them."
"Get them, you say? From whom?"
·well, it's a long, iong story, but-uh-I know they're
safe. Hey, Dworkin, no good, either lay down a real pack
of trumps and not just those silly pictures, or just pack up
and get out of here. Sorry, like I said, I can't very well get
them now."
•But you must. My entire world is in jeopardy and I
must have those stones."
"Okay, how about we back up. You came to me and
took my only cloaking ring. Yo·1 took it and said you'd
bring it right back. But did you? No-o-o. What's it been?
An epoch? I haven't seen the thing in a dragon's life. In
fact, I'm bearing rumors from the shadows that it's been
destroyed, but do I come around bugging you about it?

"Very well, Allanon. But know this. I shall lose all that
I have fought for on my world. Everything I have ever
strived to defend, to consecrate as wholesome and good
and-say, is that the ring of the White Gold Weilder there?"
"This?"
"No. That silvery one there."
"Why, yes it is, Gandalf. •
"Prothall! The nerve! To surrender such a relic."
"Do you have anything worth cashing in, dear Gandalf?"
Tm only here in search of my-"
"You mean these?"
• Allanon, how did you-?"
"I just now remembered them, here in my tunic.·
"Oh, my Elfstones! All is not lost! All is not lost!"
"If you 're going off to save your world, please do so and
let us to our game.•
"Yes, yes I'm-just a moment. Is that-yes it is, Excalibur!
Who could've-Merlin? Is that you?"
"Wizard's War! Shue and share alike. Now run along
and save your little world, Gandalf ."
"It is rather little, isn't it? Oh, by the Throne of
Aragorn, what are a few clinking Elfstones? Just a lot of
marbles really.•
"That's the spirit! Pull up a seat. Hey Al, can we get a
glass of that Rover's wine for Gandarf here?"
"Ha, ha! Hit me!"
.
And so the worl~ are in good~~~·
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